CLOSED » 7 fi 1, 
UNTIL ~ U 


ay 
) Vi 


el aa ayy os 
ad yy ays 
SUBJECT _ for Nihil VU 


Previous 


| 
5g Ynt, |) | 
G10 %9 [Ut 
c CAAT 
Subsequent 


Sg HPA 
oS) job ji fug 
S 4 Uo { a 


i FILE C 


197406 2m 5/65 LP2791 


; 
; 


tren ere EEN 


4 
Ona aen Om 


Ju 6. nel 

Z kave bam fon |r Whilion Wel be 
Common stall Hifirs um Mie mecha has bee, 
poipned He Ha Pd fan fried. gy 
fe draft blr he Si Ny basllls 4 Aeatla be 
ge when Cabrel agnanel bes fen obtemrel . You 
meg rik & pe: Me paper weaght- Me be pb ba 
fr Be mone (w€ mag need Con riz wich 
HE? Bie Ae ae): 


Liane 


vs Le es pci tat UAE ne fee 
of Ks watan at (23) Qasr o Nf Sa Coven hee, 
A fines row be Adstcmed. 5) fee iter Sage? Af fren 


trial: LOE MRO PE do 


Li<tore 


acd 
{Uo “42 


een 


cu C- 
Tove draffl trbn led aA Aggos lad ; Teck off press 


tee ee Mel: of (2) ao ath Lay (3) dad 
6). 


ZAA14B 


| Now 


an aw, MaQoa ks L 


=, 


— 


I pub aly a Drage rxfply (7) fem 
He Moacdaald Ae lle ig Na baomenk 8 
Barapa gy Vs 

i ee 
Oran d ax Dheas Un wey £0 A Pant 
Comm 7 aren ar WW Yall PDA [ 


Blanes pared : 


GC .esy Lich 
22 é 


[es 


ee oe cr 

oe 

pm tenn Hn gh 
oy, tee a8 


A. ann cutee, patra ee ay 


S536 1/3)3 4-8 Vira! 


< td. my, 


Note Nol? OC ceae mn va &x } VE tue Nene 
~ ofnatinn fi lous Te rer tae 
an d 


lal rr Wn yisvmall, i Z 
ox ps a clon tar oe Ruolt hm 


cq) oh OAL, 


ee hi 

Gen Gal mall Unter i By 

@ Renee 4 Saw uf No ples pn & N&.% ln hurr, 
fal Chany be Leak ued AKA'S inerved 


(. 
(for «(ams | 
& nuns rar Vr barney ppd po Cites ado 
G.ew 3/2 5 


Ne. Th mba am 


by raft Cac enr ee Wh ove yntlece y 
| } 
shea pracy Wold pm hadi tafe 


fe Shes adits ann latin 

Cre. Um pay iit Vou Caomussrur 
Lika, be wid) fn cuburcaran BAM, 
+ wireate A pro crdiame fom wes Sohne 


lites 2, 
thn tedthe. 


G it as 
Was tanh js a Z 


Jb . Dey Pe 


y 


IS, atau: QB -2-NV. 
(1 SS) ea S ya wa Oy Ue meeeptrd 
~ | howe ncn poled Tay AtrA, Ia WR a Orr t pw 


ol (11) any nla that sq al (3) - 


lt in rea poord ( Pp An6, | A (is) fe P AALS W re 
raat [ps iS LY SGN | lp pe BOO Tq, wrrr—_ 
A, are! Morr + Oy SREP er hd. ba waht 

FS wnullaniro vey hers. 18 ee le Yo A, 

pan Ma Sahn la yu aM, ol xd | ~~ AWA pean , a) 
Ihab TRE CIN I SAD» we (oun I lhe ea iubvady 
ch Ws aden AY te Novae , hone ow ual taaliune aanspr 


Cw 


AA Bron oy MALDAAD q), OW up A OAM BANA ES 


Zs Tha wh: have the, advantage fom pling 

i ead Oe en an tetalee taluul 9 A 

locks behne Aiglalion & crgdaualin tame ane, 
LAAd4 B - MAso wud 4, Me wheal tow 
Maa Tohorn Ww 3-2. hk ie at seer Works | 
hile mw hat— [por ahr , We. Oak oy ae 
Afvertinal, of prune Mir wt brnratian bhy Amur - 

it Ur ruse uv ofrpry itd, [Ran OE us 


A CUA BAA eel tn ee. Ah le Le 
Uw ar Ur (Ak one eS he 1k a Yon 


pio Ouran dow - 


WL 


\e | Nose ee Sas Boreld WnFeon 


/ 
L 
hacer hrosoed arma pammalinrn a lx pools 7 Gov. 
tyr» {ol Thal” of Ulu slags tir udeanralle 
} Ona dram teed — ‘ Pea 
ls wale) hfe ct res [ba sate ) - suppl 
Bl Se ee ae Ae lie ur pet” of, p DACA . i 


. / 
, (> 9 ie te 
- 2(a] d, In Yure Crs (ps ale 


(, i : Poe 
[he Comin Lippe 8 ALD OW bun dh (he Urew 
‘ ia? 
port shurtd WAL AF yarn A perl (He 
V h | 
Teforerce DD ta Gournn Gorrrad Ament 
AA can Ont CUALIUKS pate , FS laduad onal fanmade, 
: tin 0 a» fn C yr 
“% ROS nowla Jy &-6. b vp. Cian Oe SEAN 
; . 
UA Ue t TroIK DN slalis Ihe il arhin ‘ v/) WPS 
4 iy nt x 
Th 0 6b» Qian. har WWuALD Sona 


\ MN | fa: i: EW; 
Qan ipeclarn H Ad VUUAAL CAULAAMA, . é At 
V 


“TAO. Hii Cuspealed OS WAALS OF (ptin 


ovr Tor & bral A pie TA vay ony 
— y propoaed Peete , 
OAD UN har 5 OANA KOAAD WALA gs Lo beg (G /) J ( SA LAA. 


j ¢ 7. , 
L nase jp a OF opporle ‘ 


S' As L{OndE Kote, | Sos UYKVo wbirchun 
——— 1 t , i fe p Le. j pALA | 

Wb LU Wane (er trad ALARA CK (P A po 
p ON. | + Tha, 2 Lichuacal tan. J) Ay 


OU | Uperle ek 


ty ik AOA tox Ora 2 (A) 

te: Navid, (tec Orn, oby chin ver) ee 
propor Gano Srtials ) bpowhe lo paras 
1+ Ala), The sulutitation of Me permal 
CRU Ct ly MR MNachuroald w IP aAnk 2 (bh) 


va pamratnn martha Sp r | Or jpn ah 


t- joe} = Pee : 
Oov. Soy vad Lut data vol Setrn tw VW 7d Nera | 


AL ULAALL . (t LAN ul A A ssa | Lak 
AL Crary rAAN ee so » bread oe 


| picks Darr purr oe war cep the 


LO. Uryprtions + Bak clan Cian wilh 
like h_¢. CoinG a. 


\ N —_ / 
VIVAL UL_~A 


% 


_ ee 


rors 


Mr. Se 


I attach at (17) a revise of the proposed 
Press communique incorporating the Foreign Office 
amendments set out in Sir Gerald Whiteley's note 
at (16), which I agree we-might accept. I presume 
the Foreign Office point is that they wish to avoid 
the implication that on the amalgamation of the 
two posts, Mr. MacDonald's principal role will be 
that of Governor-General. 


I submit a draft telegram to the Acting 
Governor-General agreeing to the amendments 
suggested by him in No.15 and putting to him the 
above Foreign Office amendments. I have also 
included a paragraph saying that we have under 
consideration the possibility of an announcement in 
Parliament, and asking the Governor-General in 
the meantime to defer making final arrangements for 
the local publication on the 2nd March. 


If there is to be any postponement of the 
date of local publication it is desirable that the 
Acting High Commissioner should be informed of, it 
at once, and that the telegram Should not be 
delayed to get a decigion on the question of 
arranging for a P.Q. and simultaneous publication 
here and in Malaya. 


If the draft telegram is agreed as it 
stands, it might be detached from the file, which 
could -then be submitted for a decision on the 
question of an arranged P.Q. Personally I am in 
favour of the new arrangements being made known 
to the House in this way. 
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Re-submitted for a decision on the 
question of arranging for the House of 
Commons to be informed of the new arrange- 
ments concerning Brunei. 


The two telegrams referred to in 

my minute of the 25th February have gone 
off (Nos.18 and 19) and if there is to be 
an arranged Question it should, as you 
have pointed out, be asked on the 3rd March. 
If, however, there is not to be an arranged 
Question, the Acting High Comnissioner can 

. gO ahead with his arrangements for local 
publication on the morning of Tuesday the 
2nd March. 


In 


there 

In view of the discussion which/has been in 
the House on Malayan, including Sarawak, affairs 
and the facility with which misunderstandings may 
arise over the new Brunei arrangements - intentionally, 
or unintentionally - I think there would be a d 
definite advantage in arranging a Parliamentary 
Question so that it can be made clear to the House 
at the outset that the new arrangements are of a 
purely administrative nature and that no treaty 
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We spoke (Mr. Mayle, yourself, Mr. Haler), 
and it was agreed that the press notice at enclosure 
17 should be issued without embargo on Wednesday 
(March.3, 1948). | 
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ssulation# 153(2). 
a circular despatch of 


5 Q Brunei enactments 
Majesty has no power lisallow Brunei legislation 
not hitherto been the practice to submit legal reports with 
enactments. At the same time we do under treaty arrange— 


ments have a power of advice in Brunei which could be exercised in 
respect of any provision of Brunei legislation which seemed to 
from this it follows that Brunei enactments 


scrutiny in this Office as is given to ordinary 
solonial enactments and for this purpose I think that ithe High 
} 


] ] 4 


Jommissioner should be asked to submit with each Brunei enact— 
ment the same sort of report as is required by Colonial 
Regulation 153(2) and he had better start by letting us have such 
areport on Enactment No. 8 of 1948 which is a fairly long and 


important bit of legislation. 


I attach a photostat copy of the circular despatch of 
8th December, 1929 which can be sent to the High Commissioner 
in case he has none available, 


sed. J.C. McCPETRIE 
20/11 
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SIR G. WHITELEY . 


I have amended the draft. I agree generally @ 
Mr. McPetrie, but I doubt whether tee Brunei enactments 
require quite such careful scrutiny as is given to 
Colonial Ordinances. At the same time it is only 
reasonable that the draftsman of Brunei enactments should be 
expected to provide us with some sort of reporte He must 
know what every enactment is intended to do, and it should 
not involve very much work to him to prepare a note as he 
goes alonge For this reason, I suggest that the despatch 
need not emphasise too much the Governor's right, which 
must of course be conceded, to object. 


A small point on your first paragraph is that 
Brunei enactments are not expressly sent to the Secretary 
of State for his observations, or even for his information. 
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From the’Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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spateh No. 25 of 17th December 


Grateful for early reply. 
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jecember, 


have the honour to address you with reference to the furnishing 
of explanatory reports with enactments of the state of Srunei. 
2e in the case of Colonial legislation, as you sare aware, Colonial 
Regulation 155 requires that every Colonial enactment should be 
accompanied by a legal report drawn up in accordance with the provisions 
prescribed therein. The purpose of the regulation is briefly to 
obviate the unnecessary duplication in this office of work involved in 
the detailed examination of Colonial legislation, and is more fully 
discussed and explained in Mr. MacDonald's despatch of the &th December, 
1939, of which a copy is enclosed Por ease of reference. 

It has not hitherto been the practice to submit legal reports of 
this kind with Brunei Enactments, the reasons no doubt being that 
Colonial Regulation 153 does not apply to Brunei enactments and [lis 
Majesty has no power to disallow lirunei legislation. ‘fhere is however, 
under the Supplementary Agreement of 1905 and 1906 a power of advice in 
Brunei which could of course be exercised in respect of any provision of 


Brunei legislation should the necessity arise. It is therefore necessary 
for Brunei enactments to be scrutinised in this office, and it would 
greatly facilitate this scrutiny if Brunei enactments could be 
accompanied by a legal report of the kind required by Colonial Regulation 


1536 


le i shall be glad if you will consider thie matter, and, subject to 


any Observations you may have, if arrangements can be made for the 


submission of legal reports on Brunei enactments when they are forwarded 


¥ 
to me. It would be convenient, if this arrangement could be initiated in 


respect of Brunei Enactment No. & of 1944 which is a long and important 
piece 
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SAVING. 


From the Governor of Saraw 


To the Secretary of 


PROGRAMME OR VISIT OF HIS EXCELIENCY THE HIGH COMMISSIONE 
‘ ___ FOR BRUNEI 


April 30th Arrive Kuala Belait from Miri by Road (met by 
British Resident and Assistant Resident on 
west side of Kuala Belait river). 091,5 hours 
Visit Kuala Belait Town and tour the oilfields. 
Depart Kuala Belait by "La Follette". 1800 
British Resident proceeds Brunei overland. 


"La Follette" arrives Brunei. 0'700 
"La Follette" proceeds Customs Wharf. 0855 
His Highness and British Resident go on board 
"La Follette". 0900 
Members of State Council and leading community 

representatives assemble at Council Chamber. 0910 
His Highness leaves "La Follette" and proceeds 

to Council Chamber. 0915 
His Excellency lands and is received by Guard 

of Honour. 0920 
His Excellency arrives Council Chamber. 0930 
British Resident reads the Royal Commission. 
His Highness reads message of welcome. 
His Excellency replies. 
Proceed to Residency. 1015 
Visit Malay and Chinese schools. 1100 
Visit Hospital. 14,30 
Talks with certain departmental officers.) 1600 
Consultations. ) 1800 
State Banquet. 2000 
Lighting in River Kampong. 

of 2 Cards of Commendation. 0800 
Agricultural Station Kilanas and Kuala 

Abang if time permits. 0930 
Call on His Highness. 1230 
Lunch Party for His Highness. 1315 
Visit Silversmiths and Straw-workers 1500 
All-community tea party in honour of "High Com= 

missioner. 1630 
High Commissioner's Pahit Party at the 

Residency. 1900 
Ronggeng in front of the Government Offices. 2000 


Perahu Hormat assemble near Customs Station 

Sungei Lampai. 0800 
"La Follette™ and "Sri Brunei™ depart Brunei. 0830 
Arrive Bangar (Temburong District 1200 
"La Follette"™ leaves Bangar for Sibu. PM 
"Sri Brunei" leaves Bangar for Brunei. 


British Resident's Office, 
Brunei, 2hth April, 1948. 


Your Excellency Sir Charles Arden Clarke, 
K.C.M.G., Governor of the British Colony of 
Sarawak and the High Commissioner for the 
State of Brunei, Darul-Sallam, the Honourable 
the British Resident, Wzier Wazier, Mentri 
Mentri, Members of the State Council, Heads 
of Departments of the Government Service, 
Pengiran Pengiran, Towkay Towkay, Ladies and 
Gentlemen present here at this ceremony - 


I, Ahmad Tajuddin, Sultan and the 


Yang Di-Pertuan of the State of Brunei, 
Darul-Sallam, on behalf of myself, my 
people and all the inhabitants of this 
State, wish to express my very happy 
feelings and my thankfulness to the 
Almighty tod that I am today given the 
appropriate opportunity to express in 
few words of welcome to His Excellency 
Sir Charles Arden Clarke, K.C.M,.G,, to 
this State. 


At Istana Alkahu Fiddunia, 
Brunei, Darui-Sallan, 
This lst May, 1948. 
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Today, in fact, is a day of sparkling brightness to this 
State and a day of great rejoicings to the people. I say so 
because we are today blessed with a fortune to welcome such a: 
great man in the person of Sir Charles Arden Cyarke, K.O.M.G., 
who had come here to be our High Commissioner, an Officer and 
Knight of distinctive abilities and of a high-ranking position 
to be the Representative of His Majesty the King in our State, 


I, together with my subjects, and all the inhabitants of 
this State entertain very high hopes and full confidence that 
during your tenure of Your Iixcellency's service in this State 
as our High Commissioner, Your Excellency will endeavour to do 
the best you can with a heart of sincerity to bring about 
with every success, advancement, progress and prosperity to 
this State and to my people, particularly on education wy 


which it is hoped my people shall be able to achieve their 
long cherished desire, 


Today is a day of great historical event in the State of 
Brunei, and an occasion which we shall forever remember. I and 
all the inhabitants of this country raise our hands in prayer 
to the Almighty God that Your Ixcellency be spared long enough 
to remain as our High Commissioner so that we might be able 
to witness the distinctive progress which will bring more 
wealth and riches to this State, and which we all hope for. 


I thus conclude my speech this morning and I thank you all 
for listening. 


Speech by His Excellency the Governor 
of Sarawak. 


Your | s of the State 
Council, G at tower 


I am most grateful to Your Highness 
your speech of welcome on behalf of the 
inhabitants of the State of Brunei. The 
warmth of this welcome has been shown to 
me not only by Your Highness’ kind words but 
by the reception which I have received in 
the streets of Brunei on my way from the 
wharf to this Council Chamber. As you 
know, this is not the first time that I 
have had the good fortune to visit your 

such is the friendliness of 
of Brunei that I do not feel 
among you. 


His Exe ellency Mr *»Malcolm Mac Donald 
has satky ' assumed office as Commissioner- 
General. He now combines the duties 
formerly attached tothe posts of the 


Governor-General and the Special Commissioner. 


In this capacity his relationship to Brunei 
is the same as his relationship to the 
Federation of Malaya and the Colonies of 
Singapore, Sarawak and North Borneo. 


(Contd. next page) 
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His interest in and contact with Brunei will be maintained, and 
I trust that he will continue to visit both Brunei and Sarawak 
as he did in the past, as often as the onerous duties of his new 
post permit. He has sent you a message which I shall now read 
to you - 


I would have liked to be present in Brunei today when 
the Representative of His Majesty the King in Sarawak assumes 
the duty of High Commissioner for the State of Brunei. Un- 
fortunately I only reached Singapore on a journey from 
England on the same date and so cannot come to Brunei. I 
wish to assure Your Highness and the population of Brunei 
of my continued close interest in the welfare of the State 
and of all its people and of my confidence in their progress 
under the new administrative arransement for the office of 
High Commissioner. The new facilities which will become 
available to Brunei by these arrangements will help greatly 
to promote the welfare and prosperity of its citizens. 
look forward to seeing Your Highness and my other friends 

on my next visit to your beautiful country and in the mean- 
time I send my warm regards and best wishes to Your Hishness 
and all people of Brunei. 


You have just listened to the reading of the Commission by 


virtue of which I assume the office of High Commissioner for 
Brunei today. This is a simple administrative change and has no 
es gene implications of any kind. It was first announced on 
March 3rd, after having been approved by Your Hishness and this 
State Council. The meaning of the change has already been ex 
plained throughout the State by the British Resident with the 
aid of the two Ministers and Your Highness! Representative. 


I know that some fears were at first felt that Brunei was to 
be in some way "under" Sarawak and that it would lose its inde- 
pendent position as a Protected State. I should like to assure 
you afresh that such fears are groundless, There is no question 
of Brunei coming under Sarawak or Sarawak coming under Brunei, or 
the interests of one being sacrificed to the interests of the 
other. There is no question of this at all. The administration 
of the two countries will remain separate. There is no change 
in the status of Brunei, which remains a Protected State with a 
High Commissioner, The State of Brunei will continue to have its 
own Sultan, its own Constitution, its own laws, its own budget, 
its own flag, and its own stamps. It will not be asked to accept 
Sarawak Native Officers in the public Service or to use Sarawak 
currency. 

and administrative | 

Although they are separate and distinct political/units, Bru- 
nei and Sarawak are tied together by geographical position and 
by long historical association; they have many problems and 
interests, economic and social, in common. hen before the war 
the High éoumissioner for Brunei was the High Commissioner and 
Governor living in Singapore it was impossible for him to visit 
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have been planned, among others the erection of a “ ee avel ling 
dispensaries along the principal roads and rivers. é desire 
ef Your Highness and of Your Council to increase the gti sperity 
and improve the standard of living and well-being of your 

eople is manifest. You may rest assured that as Your High 
Commissioner I shall do all I can to. 1@lp you achieve such aims, 
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In conclusion, I ask Your Highness, you members of the 
State Council, and all the people of Brunei 1 emember that, 
so far as you are concerned, I am not G i 
ing Colony but your own High Commissioner, a 
duty and responsibility to safeguard the interes 6S and welfare 
of Brunei and its inhabitants and to provide fi “hts future 
development and progress. This duty'I shall do my utmost to 
discharge faithfully and impartially, not only when I am visit- 
ing Brunei but also when I am in Sarawak, where I shall be 
equally mindful of it. 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO" THE- SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 
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SAN ING 


From: AG.GOVERNOR-GENERAL, MALAYA. 
& Tos SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, LONDON. 
{R} Governor, Sarawek, 
(R) British Resident, Brunei. 
Date: 18th February, 1948. 
No. 52 Saving. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ONE. With reference to Item 10 of the Minutes of 


the Conference of Governors held in Jesselton on 


LO 


SSCL 


| 5th-6th November, 1947, which were forwarded to the 
“Under Secretary of State in GG.No.34/8/245/47/III 
of 6th December, 1947, the Chief Justice of Sarawak 
has agreed that Appeals from Brunei shall be heard 
by him. 

Two. The Chief Justice of Serawak has drafted 
the necessary legislation, which is now under 
consideration by the British Resident, Brunei. TI 
shall be grateful to know at the eerliest whether 
you wish to see the Draft Enectment before it is 
Placed before State Council. 
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DRAFT. TELEGRAM Following for Hone from MacDonald. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE, | Your telegram @G@. No. 139. 
SINGAPORE. | ; I fully understand that arrangements 
‘cannot bé postponed now. 
¥ollewing is text. of message which 
I: should like bent. , easeee Begins. 
id woula: have iced 60 be present +7 
perser in Brines ta-day, when the. s 
representative of His Majesty the. King: 
in Sarawak assumes ‘the duties of the 


‘High Commissioner for the State of, eruels 
Unfertundtely I myeete only reach ae 
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5 epi) Glog Englana on: the same dave, 
tome 
and so connot beim] Brunes. I*wish to 


assure Your Highness ‘and: the doops fo 
Brunei of my’ continued close interest in 
the welfsre of the. State and of [ite people, 
and of my confidence in their progress 


wader 
whieh /the new administrative arrangements 


for the Office of the High Commissioner, ere 


designed to sssist The new facilities 


which will become available a 
| dy thae wuld 
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! VOWS.) 
iB I look forward to seeing 
Your Highness and my other friends ta 
we your ! A , 
Bruret on my next vis and in the 


ae /meantime he 


: 


meantime /send my warm regards and 


best wishes to Your Highness and all the 


peoples of Brunei. Messege énds. 
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Following for Hone from Governor-Genere 

Your telegram G.G. No. 131. 

As you know I had hoped to return to 
Singapore before this, in which case I 
had planned to be in Brunei for Arden- 
Clarke's Benin in. Unfortunately 
postponement of my arrival at) aves sb 

d OA Bey 

Singapore meskes this impossiblé I hed 
rather hoped that it might be practicable 
to postpone ceremony in Brunei for, say, 
a fortnight when I could attend. I fear, 
however, thst I forgot to send you an ater 
message about this. If arrangements have 
proceeded so far that it would be 
exteeieiy inconvenient to postpone them, 
they should of course go shead. If on 
the other hand it is equally convenient 
to Arden-Clarke and Brunei authorities | 
to postpone for couple of weeks, I should 
greatly like to attend ceremony as 
Commissioner-General and retiring 
High Commissioner for Brunei. Please 
arrange whatever is most suitable to 
Arden-Clarke, the Sultan and our other 
friends in Brunei. 

In my absence it would be good if you 
could attend. But I suppose this is 
/really: 


really impossible if the ceremony is on 


the same day as my arrivsl in Singapore. 

In that case I think the Resident will 

have to represent me, unless g¢arl visited 
Brunei for the occasion. I am agreeable to 


whichever course is the better, 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
Cegher (0.2.p, ) 


PRON SEGRETARY-GRENERAL, SINGAPORE 


De I5th April, 1948 
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WELL I 6h && Srangi on Let May to take part in 
programs Which has been arranged. f hevs told him that 
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own national flag, legislation, 


to| budget, etc., and the various 


Peemiedy for 
the trea tient of malaria. 
Consequently, Brunei by 
taking the bitter pill, if it 
is really a. bitter one, 
has taken it for the good 
of the State and the people 
of Bruneis — , 


Administratively, economi- 

cally and geographically, the 
transference of the office of 
High Commissioner from Sin- 
gapore to Kuching. rawak, 
is ideal. ©. 7S 

Sarawak is now a British 
Colony and the Governor is 
appointed by H.M. the King 
in the sar le way as the Gov- 
ernor of the say Sat of Singa- 
pore. eae cae i e admin- 
isters Brunei not capa- 
city as Governor of § 
but as British High Batis. 
sioner representing His Brit- 
annic Majesty, and as long 
as Brunei remains an inde- 
| pendent Sultanate under Bri- 
tish protection, having its 


wak | 


| 


important posts are still filled 
by experienced, impartial and 
sympathetic British European 
officers, there is no reason at 
all why the people of Brunei 
should worry or be unhappy 
about the changes. 

When the proposed changes 
were announced publicly in 
Brunei Town and in the other 
outlying districts early in the 
month, there was no sign or 
expression of any opposition, 
Gear provel: discontentmen 
or anti 

I am entirely in agreement 
with Mr. Anthony Brooke and 
thank him for all that he has 
written on the subject in your 
paper. To add oe 
thereto would only be suv 
fluous, Tempora 
et nos mutamur in illis. 

Regarding the publication 
of the British Resident’s (Mr. 
W. J. Peel) report it is agreed, 
that it was somewhat belated, 
but having regard to the 
volume of work which had to 
be done consequent upon the 
translation of administration 
from B.M.A. to Civil. changes 
in personnel. paucity of sta- 
tiscal records and data. etce., 
the delay was unavoidable 
and Mr. Peel should be con- 
gratulated for having been} 
able to write such an excel-; 


/ 
Slretohy a Lees 


W449 


lent report, ‘Mas vale tarde 
que nunca. 

You are correct, Mr. Editor, 
in saying that “the whole 
system of public services in 
the State is very backward 
and badly needs bringing up- 
to-date”. and we therefore 
earnestly hope that with more 
revenue from oil and other 
sources coming in it is of pa- 
ramount importance and ex- 
treme urgency that the 
Brunei Government should 
seriously consider without un- 
due delay, first and fore- 
most, the establishment of 
pukka Government English 
schools and the expansion 


t | and extension of medical and 


health services 
the State. 

It is, however, appreciated 
and this, in fact, is the argu- 
ment always put forward, 
that there is at the moment 
a paucity of qualified tea- 


throughout 


miitanter, |chers, professional and tech- 


nical officers, as wellas a 
dearth of materials and]. 
equipment; but, if the funds 
are available and the Govern- | 
ment is genuinely prepared to]! 
spend and pay, these difficul- |! 
ties could certainly be sur- 
mounted with ease for 
moneta vincit omnia. a 
Long live the Sultanate 
under British protection and 
may Brunei Darulsalam ever 
prosper and regain all its 
splendour and glory as in the 
days of yore 
ANAK BRUNEL 
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AG, GOVGEN 


TOUR OF BRUNZI TO ANNOUNCE FORTHCOMING 
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE 


at Although it hed been provosed that the Pengiren 
Bendahara should eccompeny me as the Sultan's represent- 
ative, the Sultan suggested that it would be more 
appropriate for both principal Ministers to go on the 

tour and also asked that Che Hessan, his private secretary, 
should accompany us as his personal répresentative. I 
raised no objection to this suggestion as it is usual 

for the Ministers to act es a pair, and Hassen has his eer 
to the ground in meny olaces in the Stete. A further 
deperture from the procedure elready agreed was the assembly 
of other locel officials end individuels in addition to 
penghulus and ketuas kampong. As the day of announcement 
approached it became apparent that the rumours mentioned 
in peragranh 3 of the Governor General's Savingram No.5 

of 10th Januery 1948 hed become widespreed and it seemed 
advisable to make the announcement and exnlenations in 
front of as many people as possible. Accordingly I 
instructed District Officers to call together, in addition 
to penghulus and ketues kempong, such other members of 

the community as might in future form e District Council. 
These included members of the Sanitary Board in those 
districts where one exists, the hospitel dresser, the 
officer in charge police district, the mosque official, 
the head teacher and the Capitan China and other leading 
Chinese representetives. I also said thet all dovern- 
ment employees and any members of the public who care to 
attend would be welcome. It is.felt that this broadening 
of the assembly et each centre was justified by results. 


By The form of procedure adopted at each vlace was 
for a simple Malay explenation of the change to be given 
by the British Resident followed by the reeding of the 
ennouncement in Malay. Short sunoorting speeches were 
then made by the Bendshara, the Pemancha (the second 
principal Minister), end Che Hassan, and the oppor tunity 
was given for questions or discussion. I should like to 
record here the valuable help given by the Bendshera who 
is universally popular and respected. The Pemanche also 
did his best and his absence would have been the subject 
of unfavourable comment. Hassan conveyed the Sulten's 
personal message in a simple and straightforward manner , 
emphasizing thet the Governor of Sarawak was to become 
High Commissioner and not Governor of Brunei. 


3. It had been necessary to arrange these meetings 

a few days in eadvence in order to give time to those 
penghulus, who lived fer from headquarters, to make the 
Journey, and the Secretary of State's late approvel of the 
date of announcement necessitated some lest minute 
modification of the programme and involved a fruitless 
Journey in one or two cases. This was unfortunate but 

no harm hes been done. The following centres were visited, 
(1) Kuele Beleit, (11) Tutong, (111) Brunei Town, (iv)Muera 
Village, (v) Temburong. (Bangar). 


4. Kuala Belait. About 90 peoole had assembled 
and received the announcement calmly and with attention. 
When questions and discussion were invited Chegu Marsal, 


Superintendendent.... 


9 Bc . 


Superintendent of Education, sprange to his feet. His 
most significant questions were - (1) Why cannot Brunei 
enter the Federation of Meleya and preserve the pre-war 
essociation? (2) Is this a titeah (order) of the Sultan 
to the raayat? (3) Why was the raayat not consulted 
beforehand? After replies and further exvolanations, 
Mersel said thet if it was the wish of the Sulten and 
the State Council the raayat would no doubt accept the 
decision. Mersel is disliked by most of the local 
inhabitents: who remember his role in the Japanese 
Propaganda Department, and there wes no sign that he 
made an imoression on anyone present except the few pale 
faced gurus sitting behind him. The ketuas end venghulus 
expressed themselves as entirely satisfied and confirmed 
this efter the meeting in private conversation with 

j also with the Ministers. I spoke to Mersal 
meeting and enlarged on pe replies already 
the objections to his suggestions. I asked 
was satisfied now that He fede explanetions 
hed been given end his misconceptions corrected. He 
replied thet he wes satisfied and when asked whether 

he would give the change the benefit of his support, 

he said thet he would. I doubt, however, whether this is 
to be exvected. One matter mentioned by him and also by 
other gurus to | whom — Bpoes ainda the sated dy elsewh lene; 


longer go to he Tanjong Malia treining Goliese: My 
ply was that - “Pelt confident that Melaye would have 
Ook >» Jection to continuing to allow our gurus to train 
si vate until an institution giving an equally 
of training was set up in Borneo. Marsal 
an earnes at person and has always been politically 
nded. He was a prominent figure in the locel youth 
eme 
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movement before it petered out lest year, end had been 
susoended from office by the B. a on eccount of his 
activities in the Japanese Propagenda Department... I 
should elso remark thet he is an ePriciont officer end 
good orgeniser, end is invaluable in the Educetion Depart- 
ment at the oresent time. 

5. Tutone. There was a very good eudience of about 


130 people who appeared to gresp the significance of the 
change and declared themselves quite satisfied. The local 
teacher did not raise his voice, but I took the opportunity 
of asking him afterwards what he thought of the change. He 
said he would.have liked to see Brunei enter the 
Federetion of Melaya. The Pehin Della Lene (who had 
written a disquieting letter to Mr.Pretty in December) 
lives in Tutong end attended the meeting. He told us he 
wes very pleased with the result of the proceedings and 
saw no reason to exvect any opposition now that rumours 
had been scotched and the simple truth reveeled. 


6, Brunei District. About 250 people were vresent 

in the Court House, including members of the State 
Council, the lesser Ministers, Pehins end ‘Pengirans, 
Government servents and members of the public in addition 
to all the penghulus and ketuas. -The addresses were very 
well received and the only significant questions were 

put by Head Teacher Jemli. (1) How is. this going to 
penefit Brunei? This point had already been dealt with 
but was enlerged upon. (2) Is this gathering to confirm ea 


deciston. 3. 


ision or to hear a decision 

swers given appeared to sat etary ay orese end after 
@ pause in which no further questions were put a Govern- 
ment pensioner Pengiren Yusuf, who was formerly in some 
doubt about the change and who has considerable influence, 
got up énd said "This matter aspears very simple end has 
been well exolained; everyone seems to understend it 
and to be setisfied. There appeers to be no need for 
further questions". The atmosphere at the meeting was 
good and we were well pleased with the results. t was 
the most important gathering of ‘gee five, end one at which 
opposition had been thought vossible. It was known that 
two members of the State Paniniok t hed received anmonymous 
letters saying that it was not right that the rasyat 
should not be consulted before Brunei became sub je ot to 
Serawak laws and lost its fleg. The opportunity was taken 
at the meeting of dealing with this new fear. 


: Muera. About 60 peoole assembled in the-school. 
The Pehin Seri Wangsa, the local terr ee aie chief, ‘who 
was a peon in the office of the first British Resident 
when the 1906 Treaty was signed, requested further 
confirmetion that the change did not mean (1) thet Brunei 
would be subject to Serawak laws, (2) that Brunei 
finences would be controlled by Sarawak, (3) that Sarawak 
subordinate officers would be posted to Brunei, (4) that 
the Treaty would be affected, (5) that the Sultanate and 
Constitution would be prejudiced. On being soecifically 
reassured on these points which had already been covered, 
he declared thet he and the locel people completely 
understood the significance of the change, and were 
entirely satisfied. The local school teacher enquired 
whether the meeting was to confirm the chenges or merely 
to be informed.of them, tut had no other questions. The 
gathering wes then provided with tee, which was enjoyed 
in a very cordial atmosphere. 


8. Temburong (Ranger). The village was en fete for 
our visit with.decoretions on public buildings and Dyaks 
in full native costume.’ About 180 people crowded into 
the school to hear ‘the announcement which was received 
without question. All declared themselves well 
Satisfied with the. change, and the assembly terminated 
in aopleuse. 


9. As already reported by telegram there is now no 
sight of opposition to the change, except possibly in 

the case of ae few members of the younger generation who 
formerly supported the Barisan Pemude Youth Association. 
These people look to the left wing in Melaye for their 
political opinions, swallow them undigested and are 
apparently unable to adapt them to present day conditions 
in Brunei. The necessity for this tour and for making 
personal contact with as many resoonsible members of the 
populetion as possible was amply demonstrated. It was 
often possible to ferret out new doubts which might never 
heve come to the surface and have remained unexploded. 

An example of this was the anxiety noticed in one district 
lest Brunei should no longer use Currency Commissioner's 
notes on which the Stete Emblem aopears, and that Sarawak 
Currency would-be introduced. It is my own opinion 


ONGy ee. 


I 
ys 
I 


and that of trusted Melay Advisors that all doubts 

have now been dispelled and that the overwhelming 

mass of the populetion is quite hevpy about the change. 
I should like to conclude with the opinion thet had the 
change involved any closer essociation with Sarawak 
there would have been very real, though vassive, 
opposition, not only from those of éoctrinaire opinions, 
but also from the older and more responsible members 

of the community. This ig pertly due to the historic 
distru8t of Sarawek, which still exists to some extent, 
and overtly to the deep rooted conservetism of the 
inhabitants of this State in the mass. 


SGD: L.H.N.DAVIS 
9.5.28 


XTRACT FROM "STRAITS TIMES" SINGAPORE 
DATED ISTH MARCH, 1948. 


BRUNEI AND SARAWAK 


Your editorial "A Bitter Pill for Brunei" 
contains an implied criticism of the new administ- 
rative changes which does not seem to be entirely 
merited. 


You state: "This decision to put Brunel 
under Sarawak must have been a bitter pill for such 
of the people of that State. as cherish their history 
and traditions...it cannot have been pleasant for 
His Highness Sultan Ahmed, the twenty-ceventh of his 
line, to agree to the change which puts his govern- 
ment under the Governor in Kuching." 


But surely Brunei according to the new 
arrangement is no more "under" Sarawak than Sarawak 
and the Malay Stetes were "under" the Colony of 
Singepore in the days before the war? 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 


In ore-war times the Governor of the Straits 
Settlements exercised the additional function of High 
Commissioner for the independent Malay States and for 
Sarawak in an exactly analogous manner es the Governor 
of Sarawak now additionally assumes the role of High 
Commissioner for Brunei. 


The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has expressly reeffirmed the status of Brunei as an 
independent sovereign territory under His Majesty's 
orotection. 


It would therefore seem that Sulten Ahmed 
has every reason to feel proud of his success in 
reaching an agreement with His Majesty's Government 
whereby fresh facilities are to be extended to his 
territory, which is yet to retain its pre-war ‘status 
in internetional law. 


Sultan Ahmed and his subjects ere especially 
to be congratulated upon their good fortune in 
avoiding the net of annexation which for many months 
after liberation from enemy aggression engirdled every 
other territory: in Melaye and British-protected Borneo. 


The Colonial Office are likewise to. be 
commended for their wisdom and foresioht in applying 
to their dealings with Brunet the lessons learnt 
from the failure of their earlier policy in Maleya. 


Full legal sovereignty has since. been 
restored to the Sultans in their respective States, 
end the policy reaffirming the independent sovereign 
status of Brunei is fundamentally consistent with 
the revised constitution for Malaya: 


/UNDONE ELSEWHERE. . 


UNDONE ELSEWHERE 


It.is not therefore what the dolonial 
have done in Brunei that invites cr riticism, but. wh 
they have left undone elsewhere. A sinc ere atten 
is being made to erase the memory of the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Aet: in Malaya: the legel independence 
of Brunei, bordered on one side by the sea and on the 
other three sides by Sarawak, has been reaffirmed. 


This leaves Sarawak, approximately the 
of the entine erea of the Federation of Malaya, 
the only pre-war monarchy in the Far East, not 
excedting Japan, which has lost’ its sovereiony and 
independence after a.war which was to end imperialist 
agerendisement. 
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;. From:  AG,GOVERNOR-GENERAL, MALAYA. ° 
TO; THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, LONDON. 
) v\ 6 
Date: Sth Merch, 1948. aN NE 
A 
No. 15 Saving. ) 
SECRET 
i; 3) 
2 cf Reference your Secret telegram 217 of 2nd 
} March. Following reactions to announcement have been 


received from British Resident, Brunei: 


wAnnouncement was regarded with considerable 
suspicion until explained emphatically that it does 
not involve political or financial subjection to 
Sarawak or its laws or transfer here of Sarawak native 
officer. This end other explanations have been care- 
fully given in 5 main centre stetes and I am satisfied 
that significanée,thangesis now understood and that 
former objections and doubt based on rumours and 
misaporehensions have been dispelled. Only sign of 
opposition has come from isolated membersdnow dormant 
youth association notably school teachers,who have 
tried to suggest this announcement of fait accompli 
is undemocratic. They have negligible following and 
population as a whole has accepted forthcoming 
‘adventages willingly and wholeheartedly." 


A detailed report of the British Resident's tour will 
follow 
Bi. Also enclosed is cutting of the leading article 


from the Straits Times of 9th March. This-is the only 
comment which has apoeared in the locel press so far. 


AG, GOVGEN. 


[a eT 
The Straits Times 


Singapore, Tues., March 9, 1948 


A BITTER PILL 
FOR BRUNEI 


It is not often that the 
public in Malaya turns its eyes 
to the British territories in 
Borneo, and Brunei in par- 
ticular is little more than a 
name over here. Before the 
war Brunei was lumped with 
| Labuan, Christmas Island and 
‘the Cocos Islands as one of 
those odd bits of territory 
which were still governed 
from Singapore, but which no- 
body except the M.C.S. could 
be expected to know anything 
about. Yet Brunei, apart from 
its picturesque history and its 
famous river town (described 
in more than one book of travel 
as “The Venice of the East”) 
deserves special attention as a 
Malay State in Borneo which 
must be grouped, not with the 
scattered bits of British terri- 
tory mentioned above but with 
the Malay States in treaty re- 
lations with Britain. The same 
system of administration that 
was in force in the States of 
the Malay Peninsula before 
the war was followed in Bru- 
nei, and control was likewise 
exercised by the High Com- 
missioner in Singapore. Last 
week it was announced that 
the Governor of Sarawak is to 
hold the office of High Com- 
missioner for Brunei; and so 
was severed the link that has 
existed between Singapore and 
Brunei since 1906, when the 
Sultan first accepted a British 
Resident. 

This decision to put Brunei 
under Sarawak must have} 
been a bitter pill for such of | 
the people of that State as 
cherish their history and tra- 
ditions. In the sixteenth cen- 
tury, as readers were remind- 
ed in this page yesterday, 
Brunei was the most powerful 
state in Borneo and a great | 
name throughout the Malay 
world. But what is more to the | 
point today is that just over | 
a century ago Brunei owned 
Sarawak. It was in 1841 that 
the Sultan of Brunei ceded a 
large slice of Sarawak to 
James Brooke, in return for 
his services in assisting thet 
Brunei viceroy in Kuching, } 
Raja Muda Hashim, to quell | 
an insurrection. At various 
later dates the Sultan ceded 
more Brunei territory to the 
Brookes, and also to the 
Chartered Company of British 
North Borneo, as well as 
the island of Labuan to the 
Governor in Singapore as an 
anti-piracy base for the Navy; 
and thus Brunei was finally 
whittled down to the little 
state of 2,200 square miles, 
with a population of 48,000, 
that it is today. 


Even though much has hap- | 
pened since the Sultans of 
Brunei ruled Sarawak, it can- 
|not have been pleasant for His 
| Highness Sultan Ahmed, the 
|twenty-seventh of his line, to 
agree to the change which 
puts his government under the 
Governor in Kuching. But 
there were strong administra- 
tive reasons why this change 
should be made. The Gover- 
'nor-General is too busy to do 
‘what the High Commissioner 
in Singapore used to do for 
Brunei, and the Malayan Es- 
tablishment Office has been 
finding it difficult to spare staff 
for Brunei. Since Brunei is 
‘too small to fend for itself, it 
seems best that it should draw | 


| esr eee 6 Se 
ments of the neighbouring 
colony of Sarawak for the 
assistance that it badly needs. 
This arrangement is the more 
practicable in that there is 
now what there would not 
have been before the war— 
la right of appeal to the 
Governor-General in Singa- 
pore, whose relationship to 
Brunei will be the same as to 
Sarawak and North Borneo. 

The latest source of refer- 
ence for affairs in Brunei is 
one that will strike our read- 
ers as being surprisingly out 
of date, namely the report of 
the British Resident, Mr. W. J. 
Peel, for 1946. But as that 
printed report was only re- 
ceived by the Straits Times 
a few days ago, it may be 
doubted whether anything 
more up-to-date is available. 
It may also be doubted 
whether most of the social and 
economic problems on which 
Mr. Peel comments are any 
less serious in 1948 than they 
were when his report was, 
written. “In the padi-grow- 
ing areas malaria is the 
rule rather than the excep- 
tion.” “Hookworm infestation 
is common.” “Tuberculosis is 
prevalent among all races.” 
“There is no Government 
school teaching English in the 
State, although there are pri- 
vate and mission schools which 
do so.” “There is a definite 
reluctance among parents to 
permit female children to at- 
tend the Malay vernacular 
schools... .” ; 

These samples from Mr. 
Peel’s report show that there 
is plenty to be done in Brunei, 
in one way or another. In fact, 
the whole system of public 
services in the State is very 
backward and badly needs 
bringing up-to-date. But there 
is one great asset on which 
Brunei can count, and that is 
the Seria oilfield, worked by 
the British Malayan Petrol- | 
eum Company, a subsidiary of 
the Shell group. Before the 
war, more than one third of 
the Brunei revenue came from 
oil, and the production of this 
oilfield is now being increased 
as fast as possible, so there 
should. be money to pay for 
social progress in Brunei in 
the years to come. And Bru- 
nei certainly needs it. 


Colonial office, 
Grext Gnith Street, 
SeWede 
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I have the honour to trefianit to you a Comission 
dated the 9th March, 1948, passed under the Royal Sig 
Manual and Signet, appointing the Officer for the 
tims being Administering the Goverment of Sarawak to be 
Hicsh Camnissioner for Demmei. 


ais, 


2. I have to request thet you will be good enough 

to acknowledge the receipt of this despatch and its 
enclosure; and to report to me by telegram the day on 
which this Commission is published in the State of Brunei. 


3e A copy of this despatch, together with three prints 
of the Comission, is being sent to the Governo~General’s 
o¥fice, 


I have the honour to be 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


t at > 


m «4 mn 


GOVERNOR 
SIR CHARLES ARDEN CLARKE, K,C.M.G,, 


Cte, etc., tee, 


Wt. 23364/665. 8/47, 50,000. S. & S. Ltd. 


c- 0; 


pene 


Mr. 


Permt. U.S. of S. 
Parly. U.S. S: 


Secretary of State: 


VOUT LUCIEN ENCE meter ees 


DRAFT. 7% March, 1948. 


SARAWAK. 


No. 43 I have etc. to transmit to 
GOVERNOR. f you a Commission dated the 9th 


‘ March, 1948, passed under the 


(Sealed copy & gix prints - Royal Sign Manual and Signet, 
R.410 will supply.) . 
appointing the Officer for the 


time being Administering the 


Government of Sarawak to be 


FURTHER TION. High Commissioner for Brunei. 
(1) Copy $6 R410. 


2 I have to request that 


(2) Copy, with 3 print 
enclosure to Acting | 


Governgr-General, Maj 
L.F. eee op ‘ acknowledge the receipt of this 


you will be good enough to 


despatch and its enclosure; and 


to/ 


the 
to report to me by telegram/za day 


on which this Commission is published 
in the State of Brunei. 
3. A copy of this despatch, together 


with three prints of the Cemnroston 2 


being sent to the Governor-General's 


Office. 


I have, etc., 


GéORGE R. 


GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland 
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the 
Faith: To the person for the time being administering the Govern- 
ment of Our Colony of Sarawak, Greeting. 


Whereas by a Commission under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet Recites 
bearing date the Tenth day of December, 1906, His Majesty King Commission 
Edward the Seventh did appoint the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of roth 
in and over the Straits Settlements, or in his absence the Lieutenant- December, 
Governor or the Officer for the time being administering the Government 19°° 
of the said Straits Settlements and their Dependencies, to be, High 
Commissioner for the State of Brunei, in the Island of Borneo, which 
said State is under Our Protection: 


And Whereas We are minded to make fresh provisions for filling the 
Office of Our High Commissioner of the said State of Brunei, in the 
Island of Borneo, and for the due execution of the duties thereof: 


Now therefore We do by this Our Commission under Our Sign Manual Appoint- 
and Signet appoint you, the person for the time being Administering ment of the 
the Government of Our Colony of Sarawak, to be, during Our pleasure, Officer for 
Our High Commissioner for the said State of Brunei, and as such High the time 
Commissioner to act in Our name and on Our behalf, and in all respects roe me 
to represent Our Crown and authority in matters occurring within the re ae 
bt 5 
said State, and further to take all such measures and to do all such (Cap ganavaaternts 
matters and things in the State aforesaid as in the interest of Our of Sarawak 
service you may think expedient, subject to such Instructions as you to be High 
may from time to time receive from Us or through one of Our Principal Commis- 
Secretaries of State. sioner. 


II. And We do hereby appoint that so soon as you shall have Commission 
caused this Our Commission to be published in the said State, this Our of roth 
present Commission shall supersede the albove-recited Commission of the December, 


a, 1906 
Tenth day of December, 1906. superseded: 


II. And further We do hereby command all and singular Our subjects British 
to take due notice of this Our Commission, and to yield obedience subjects to 
thereunto, and to be aiding and assisting unto you, Our said High take notice 


Commissioner, in the execution thereof. is of Commis- 
/ sion, 
Given at Ouy Court at Saint James’s, this Want 
day of ins , 1948, in the Twelfth year of 


Our Reign. 


By His Majesty’s Command, 


A Creeck Somes 


COMMISSION appointing 


The Officer for the time being Administering the Government of 
Sarawak, to be High Commissioner for 
BRUNEI. 


M By “ 3 © ek F- | 
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When these papers reached 
the Private Office on Saturday, 
e8th February, Mr. Proctor was 
in Manchester and nothing 
could be done about an 
arranged P.Q. until Monday mid- 
day. Both Sir G. Whiteley 

. Ashton were told about 
eee morning and 

Ashton took the papers away, 
re turning them to me—-on the Ist 
March. There was some 
difficulty about getting 
Mr. Reid to put down the 
Juestion and when he did so in- 
stead of asking for a written 
reply on the 2nd March, he 
asked for an Oral reply on 
Wednesday, 3rd March, 


Mr. Proctor therefore 
asked Mr, Reid to withdraw his 
ee See BE proached 
Mir. David wno promised 
to put pers Question (in a 
different form for a written 
reply on 2nd ction The 
Speaker did not cept 
Mr. Jones * cakaktne until the 
morning of the 2nd March, He 
was told that until we wer 
Sure that the Question would be 
asked it was no use telegrsaphing 
to Singapore and Sarawak, £ 
inf ormed Mr, Ashton immediately 
the Speaker accepted the 
Question and he collected the 
papers from the Private Office. 
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4th March, 1948 
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Extension: <... 


Communications on this subject 
should be addressed to— 


THE UNDER SBCRETARY OF STATE, 


COLONIAL OFFICE, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


Number quoted : 


| 

| 
and the following 
Your helérence. 2. 2 kt, 


Draft File No. 


TELEGRAM /SAMINGRAM =| aa 


59706/U8 
(i) Addr — GOVERNOR-GENERAL SINGAPORE Ae: 


ae 


Sent. Pe 
loo 


C2) Repeated to:— GOVERNOR, SARAWAK. Nea : Rw aa OUTS: 


In CRAX Ni XY] Mf 
eae Rephxwmenmcreganed: | Resaavisat 
hmpertant. : 
oY lA Cypher ; Tarmiediaiex Secret. 
DopxSearat. 


Parly. U.S. of S. 
S. of S. Addressed Acting Governor-General, Sines Pere 
Oa 


Mx Sir G.Whiteley o/s For transmission :— Priority :— B 4c ¢/ 


y 


Repeated, Governor, Sarawak. A, GO. 


Your telegram No.79. 

Brunei Press Communique. 

Changes will be announced in reply 
to written question which will be published 
in Hansard to-morrow (Wednesday). Agreed 
communique may therefore be published in 


local press to-morrow morning. - 


Distribution co ‘ ; 
mee Greatly regret shortness of notice 


and inconvenience caused. 


Further action :— 


NOT CoclED, 


Mr... Anton... 1/3 | 
Mx..Sir.G.Whiteley 


Permt, U:S:of; S. 
Parly. U.S. of S. 
S. of S. 


Draft 2 
TELEGRAM i SAVINGRAM 


) File No.) ©) 
9706/48... 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL SINGAPORE Sent. 


Repeated to:— GOVERNOR, SARAWAK. 


For transmission :— Priority :— 
In Glsarx Nak 
Gade Reply surserttyc reauiredsc 
I 
Cypher pewewed 
Immedtatess 


Most Immediate. 


Addressed Acting Governor-General, Singapore 


Repeated, Governor, Sarawak. 


Your telegram No. /9- 

Brunei Press Communique. 

Changes will be announced in reply 
to written question which will be published 
in Hansard to=norrow (Wednesday). Agreed 
communique may therefore be published in 


local press to-morrow morning. 


Distribution :— 


Further action :— 


Greatly regret shortness of notice 


and inconvenience caused. 


¢ the Secretary of State for the 


whether any changes are contemplated 


inthe administrative arrangements for 


Brunei, 


59706/4.8 


Wt. 23364/665. 8/47. 50,000. S. & S. Ltd 


Mr Mayle __4)_/2/48 
| a Oe ee i 
caueuse f 


MK Permt. U.S. of S. a). 
ye Parly. US. S:  ppebar 27/2, af: Onde 


Secretary of State: 


Viour ele ferences anes eee ar ee 


DRAFT. PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION 


U* =D fs yeree- 


ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether any: changes are contemplated 
in the administrative arrangements for 


Brunei. 


DRAFT ANSWER 
Yes Sir. Certain administrative 
changes have recently been agreed between 
the Governor-General and His Highness the 
Sultan and members of the State Council of 
Brunei, and approved by His Majesty the King. 
Az the result of these changes the Governor 
of Sarawak will assume the duties of High 
Commissioner for Brunei; Heads of certain 
Sarawak technical departments will be 
available to act in an advisory capacity to 
His Highness the Sultan) and officers of tke 
Sarawak Service will be seconded for service 
with the Brunei Administration in the same 
FURTHER ACTION. way as officers on the Malayan Establishment 
are now seconded. These changes are 
administrative and involve no alteration in 
the position of Brunei as a State under His 
Majesty's protection nor in the status and 
powers ‘of His Highness the Sultan and his 


State Council. ° 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


a 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


ea 59706/148 


Wt. 23364/665. 8/47. 50,000. S. & S. Ltd 


C. 


by 


Mayle 


eee 


Parly. U.S. S: 


Secretary of State: 


VouncReferencesa ee sete ee 
of. 
NOue es oOONLLGenti aL 


DRAFT. CODE TELEGRAM 
Brunei Press communique. 
GOVCEN SINGAPORE 


ACTING GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 
= MALATA. to in my immediately preceding telegram. 


Following are amendments referred 


For paragraph one substitute: 

"The amalgamation under 
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald of the posts of 
Governor-General, Malaya and of Special 
Gommissioner in South East Asia will take 
place in the course of the next few 
months. Thereafter in order to relieve 
him of administrative duties in 
connection with Brunei it is desirable | 
that another representative of His 
Majesty should take over those duties." 

For first sentence of paragraph 2(a) 
substitute: 

"On the amalgamation of the posts 
of Governor-General, Malaya, and of 


Special Commissioner in South Hast Asia 
FURTHER ACTION. y 


: the Governor of Sarawak will assume the 
Retive 16 rn 
Office of High Commissioner for Brunei." 


Ann B 
ed ia q : For paragraph 2(b) substitute: 
"Under the new arrangement 
Mr. MacDonald will have the same 
relationship to Brunei as he will have to 
the Federation of Malaya and the 


Colonies 


es 


Wig 


Colonies of Singapore, Sarawak 


North Borneo." 


. 23364/665. 8/47. 50,000. S. & S. Ltd. 


oO 


DRAFT. oysuie 0s 


ACTIN GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 
MALAYA. 


ae 
CovGEN SINGAPORE 


‘FURTHER ACTION. 


Mave to We Le pe 


A 


59706/4.8 


Permt. U.S. of S. 
Parly. U.S: S: 


Secretary of State: 


Your Refergucc. 


NOcceecess POY 


Your telegram G.G.No. 7/4. 
Brunei Press communigue. 

1. I agree with amendments in 
paragraphs 3 and 4. 

2.e The further amendments set out in 
my immediately following telegram have 
been suggested here. They should be 
adopted unless you see any objection to 
them in which case you will no doubt 
telegraph further. 

Je. Graterudy 1: you, WoulGs deter ima: 
arrangements for local publication on 
2 March as question of announcement in 
Parliament is under consideration here. 
Will telegraph further on this as soon 
as possible. 

4. Presume Governor, Sarawak, is being 


kept informed. 


{SS ANNOUNCEMENT INCORPORATING 


FOREIGN OFFICH AMENDMENTS 


ibe The amalgamation under Mr. Malcolm MacDonald of the 
posts of Governor-General, Malaya and of Special Commissioner 
in South Hast Asia will take place in the course of the next 
ECW MOnchc.  Thercancer An order sto, relieve hamiot 
administrative duties in connection with Brunei it is desirable 

hat another representative of His Majesty should take over 
those duties. 

Ze At a recent meeting between His Excelleney and His 
Highness The Sultan and the members of the State Colincil of 
Brunei it was unanimously agreed that a number of administrative 
changes should be proposed. They have now received the 
approval of His Majesty the King on the advice of the 
Secretary of State and are as follows:- 

(a) On the amalgamation of the posts of Governor-General, 
Malaya and of Special Commissioner in South Hast Asia 
the Governor of Sarawak will assume the Office of 
High Commissioner for Brunei. As such he will 
exercise the same powers as were exercised before 
the war by the Governor and High Commissioner at 
Singapore. 

Under the new arrangement Mr. MacDonald will have 
the same relationship to Brunei as he will have to 
the Federation of Malaya and the Colonies of 
Singapore, Sarawak and North Borneo. 

The British Resident, Brunei, will remain under the 
authority of the High Commissioner for Brunei and 
will retain the same powers as he now exercises. 
The heads of certain Sarawak technical departments, 
e.g. the Kducation, Health, Public Works and 
Agriculture Departments, will act in an advisory 
capacity to His Highness The Sultan regarding their 


respective 


7f 


respective subjects. This will assist in meeting the 
wish of the authorities and people of Brunei for 
improved education and other services. Colonial Service 


officers on the Sarawak Establishment will be seconded 


a 


for service with the Brunei Administration in the Same 
way aS Such officers on the Malayan wstablishment are 
now seconded. 
Brunei will continue to have its own budget as before, 
and will pay the Sarawak Government for the services 
rendered in the same way as it now does for the 
services of officers in the Brunei Administration who 
1 the Malayan Kstablishment. 
These changes are administrative and involve no 
alteration in the position of Brunei as a State under 
protection nor in the status and powers of 


Sultan and his 8tate Council. 
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Fromgthe Secretary, oi tate for the Colonies. 


ETARY-GENERAL 


To tle OfficerX Administexing: che cGovernmentxofxS INGAPORS. 


3° January, 1948. 


ene 2 Saving. PRIORITY 


Your savingram Noe le 
Brunei. 


Following is text of Press communique as 
finally agreed with Governor-General: Begins. 


le The assumption of additional duties in 

SeHeAe by His Excellency The Governor-General this 
year makes it desirable that he should be relieved 
of his administrative duties in respect of Brunei 
and that another representative of His Majesty 
should take over those duties. 


Ze At a recent meeting between His Kxcellency 
and His Highness The Sultan and the members of 

the State Council of Brunei it was unanimously 

agreed that a number of administrative changes 

should be proposed. They have now received Tht 
approval,aand are as follows:= 


On the assutption in May next by the 
Governor-General of the additional duties 
of Special Comnissioner for South East Asia, 
the Governor of Sarawak will assume the 
Office of High Commissioner for Brunei. 

As such he will exercise the same powers 
as were exercised (bythe Geverner of the 
Gereite Settlements before the—war) 

fo. wor ly In Govino - /(b) 


Nich Comeesssinmer at Surcapore- 


The Governor-General will have the 
Same relationship to Brunei as he will have 
to the Federation of Malaya and the Colonies 
of Singapore, Sarawak, and North Borneo. 


The British Resident, Brunei, will 
remain under the authority of the High 
Commissioneraand will retain the same 
yowers as he now exercises. 


The heads of certain Sarawak technical 
departments, @€eg.e the Education, Health, 
Public Works and Agriculture Department, 
will act in an advisory capacity to His 
Highness The Sultan regarding their 
respective subjects. This will assist in 
meeting the wish of the authorities and 
people of Brunei for improved education and 
other services. Colonial Service officers. 
on the Sarawak Establishment will be seconded 
for service with the Brunei Administration 
in the same way as such officers on the 
Malayan Establishment are now seconded. 


Brunei will continue to have its own budget 
as before, and will pay the Sarawak Government 
for the services rendered in the same way as it 
now does for the services of officers in the 
Brunei Administration who aré on the Malayan 
Establishnent. 


/These 


Saving: 


From ghe Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


To the Officer Administering the Government of. 


These changes are administrative and involve 
no alteration in the position of Brunei as a State 
under His Majesty's protection nor in the status 
and powers of His Highness The Sultan and his 
State Council. Endse 


Ze Please notify date proposed for local 
publication in due course to enable publication here 
to be synchronised. 
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59706/48 Brunei. 


24th January, once 
Dear Sir Alan, JOE 


A Before the war, under a Comuaission of lst January 

YO6 passed under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet, the 
Governor of the Straits Settlements was also High 
Commissioner for the small Malay rigid = Brunei, on the 
North West Coast of Borneo. AS a of the 
constitutional changes in Malaya fees > 1S no longer a 
Governor of the Straits Settlements, it is therefore 
necessary to make fresh provision for -ing the office 
of High Commissioner for Brunei, The ties have in 
the meantime been rformed by the Govern ortiehare: . Malaya 
1¢ is W ) OR ed that the {sovernor of Oarawa 9 which 
surrounds and divides the territory of Brunei, should be 
appointed iigh Commissioner, and the Sultan Of “ofr and 
his State Council have expressed their full a nent with 
this prop o which it is hoped to give n 
ist Ka 4 


The Britis epee Brunei, will under this 
proposal remain under the authority of the High 
Sousiéuiamar for Brunei, and will retain thes 
as he now exercises. The Governor of Sarawak 
Conmnis ner for Brunei, will have the same 
to fo rovernoreGeneral as do the Goveruors 
ane North Bornéo, and the High Commissioner 
Malayan ratic i 


Ms ‘ would be g 
ascertain whether the proposed change 
lis Majesty's approval, If so, ac 
prepared and submitted accordingly. 


Yours sincerely, 
S@d.) N.D. WATSON. 
Private Secretary. 
The Right Honourable 


Sir Alan Lascelles 
KG. Ba; K.C.V.0., C.M.G., M.S. 
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Secretary of State. 


For Mr. N.D.Watson's signature 
Seay Sv fi€ar | 

Before the war, under a Commission 
of lst January»1906 passed under the 
Royal Sign Manual and Signet, the Governor 
of the Straits Settlements was aie High 
Commissioner for the small Malay state of 
Brunei, on the North West Coast of Borneo. 
As a result of the constitutional changes 
in Malaya there is no longer a Governor of 
the Straits Settlements, and it is therefore 
necessary to make fresh provision for 
filling the office of High Commissioner for 
Brunei. The duties have in the meantime 
been performed by the Governor-General, 
Malaya pet dt is now proposed that the 
Governor of Sarawak, which surrounds and 
divides the territory of Brunei, should he 
appointed High Commissioner, and the 
Sultan of Brunei and his State Council have 
expressed their full agreement with thes 


at, & fia ees 
which it is hoped witi—+ake—piece 


on/ist May, 1948. 


a> 
ae 
R would be wery grateful if you 


would ascertain whether the proposed change 
meets with His Majesty's approval. If so, / 
a Commission will be prepared and subussear 


accordingly. 


SAVING 


From: GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 
103 SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Date: 10th January, 1947, 


No. ¥S§ Saving. 


Following from HONE for MALCOLM MACDONALD. 


ONE, Pretty and I visited Brunei and held very 
useful discussions with Peel and Davis who had just 
arrived. 


TWO. Peel reports’ that some time after State 
Couneil Meeting at which you were present he took 
precaution of sounding several members to ascertain 
Whether, after reflection, any of them were heving 
second thoughts on the proposal. He has no repeat 
no reason to think that there is still anything but 
full continued support for the plan from them and 

the Sultan. 


THREE. . There are, however, some rumours now 

circulating in one or two places in the State that a 

change is to be made, As generally expressed, main 

rumour is that the Governor of Sarawak is to be 

appointed also Governor of Brunei. The reaction to 

ne rumour is thet some people are said to be asking 
why Brunei should be made subordinate to Sarawak, 


FOUR. Peel feels (a) that a leekage from State 
Council and/or Hessan who aoparently knows of the 
proposals was inevitable (b) that an early correction 
of the rumours is desirable (c) that official 
announcement will be well received if it is adequately 
explained to the people. 


FIVE In view of above and request to you by 
State Council that early announcement should be made, 
Pretty, Peel, Davis and I are all agreed thet we 
should not await your return but that official 
statement should be made within a comparatively short 
period, 


SIX. Peel leaves on 18th January and we think 
Davis should have time to get round the State once and 
meet the people before he has to put the announcement 
across, On this timetable, early March would be the 
pest time, Such delay as this involves is thought 
by Peel and Davis to be immaterial, but method of 
announcement 1s obviously important. 


SEVEN. Without my being present, Peel, Davis 

end Pretty discussed method fully but informally with 
Ibrahim Mohamed and Awang, On their own initiative, 
they suggested roughly what we had planned in first 
discussion we held after our arrival. It is that 
British Resident accompanied by Bendahara as Sultan's 
representative should tour every district in the State 
and call together all District Officers, penghulus 

and ketuas kampong in order to explain verbelly to them 


_/the 


oY 


VAL 


re 
the plan. This would take about a week, They 
made the very useful suggestion that explanation 
should include what the plan does not repeat not 

mean. Such as, it will not entail application of 
Serewak laws or the posting of Sarawak native officers 
to Brunei, They confirmed that if carefully 
explained, plan will be fully acceptable and will 
scotch existing incorrect rumours, 


EIGHT, Pretty asks me to tell you that after 

very full discussion with his correspondent and 

the other members of State Council mentioned above 

he is now duite satisfied that: no dangerous repercussions 
are to be expected from any section of the local 
population. 


NINE, Above has been seen and agreed by 
Arden-Clarke to whom we reported on our return 
journey. 

TEN, In our discussions at Brunei we had 


thought the local publication described above should 
preferably be made immediately before the official 
communique is released to world press, in case 

some mischievous person in Singapore or elsewhere 
put across some bad stuff to any part of Brunei 
before Resident had reached it, Admittedly this 
risk is small and can easily be dealt with if it 
occurs, Arden-Clarke therefore advises (and Pretty 
and I agree) that Resident should start his tour 

of country immediately after wotid release of official 
communique, 


ELEVEN, If above is approved, I will communicate 
later with Colonial Office to fix final date of 
publication after getting views of Davis. Should 
propose press conference in Malays to explain 
background just before release, 


GOVGEN. 


Copies to: British Resident, Brunei. 
The Governor of Sarawak, 
The Governor of the Malayan Union, 


SAVING 
Proms SECRETARY-GENERAL TO GOVERNOR-GENERAL, MALAYA, 


. 


To: SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONT 


ssa 10th January, 1948. 
No. 2 Saving. 


Administrative Changes in Brunei. 

After pereonal discussion with Arden-Clarke 
and Peel, I propose that paragraph (4) ef Secret Saving 32 
should be recast as follows:- 


(a) The heads of certain Sarewak technical 
Gepartments «.¢. the “ducation, Health, 
Public Works and Agriculture Departments 
will act in an advisory capacity to 
HH. The Sulta an regarding their respective 
subjects. This will assist in meeting 
the wieh of the authorities and people 
of Brunei for improved education and other 

WO 


* 


services. Olonial Service Officers on 
the Sarawak Ustablishment will be seconds+a 
for service with the Brunei Administrati.on 
in the same way as such officers on the 
Malayan Establishment are now seconded. 


ADMINISTRATIVE C 
IN BRUNEI 


Note for discussion with Governor-General 


We expect to get the Cabinet Committee's agreement 
the proposed changes within the next week. They will 
n be submitted to the King. when H.M.'S approval has 
been given we can issue the Press communique, and take 
steps for making the changes, namely - 
e preparation and issue of a Commission appointing 
of Sarawak as High Commissioner for Brunei, 
the memorandum relating to the 
Status and duties. 
Press communique, we suggest, for 
following amendments in the draft set 
out in the Governor-General's telegram No.32 Saving:- 
(a) Amend 


follows 


Governor-General this year makes it 
desirable that he should be relieved of 
his administrative duties in respect of 
Brunei and that another reoresentative of 
Should take over those duties. 

Substitute the word "proposed" for the word 
"made" in the fourth line of the second 

and re-word beginning 

of the following 

sentence to read - 

"They have now j Omit the words, "and by the Governor-General 

received approval 

and are as follows:- Since his appointment after the war" at the 


" 


e+e ee ee 


end of sub-paragraph (a) of the second 
paragraph. 

Amend the last part of sub-paragraph (a) 
of the second paragraph so as to read - 


i i ete =| 


"This will assist in meeting the wish of 
the authorities and people of Brunei for 
improved education and other services." 

36 The Governor-General will have learned from the 


Secretary of State's telegram No.12 (copy annexed) that 


we have not taken any action, in response to his 


elegram No.468 (copy also attached) to formalise his 


own appointment as High Commissioner for Brunei. AS 
ecretary of Sta s telegram, such 
action would not have helped over the particular problem 
of the new Malayan Establishment. Agreement which, 
reasons given, may no longer be 
there is no reason why 


Governor-General should not continue to act as High 
Commissioner for Brunei under his existing authority 
until the Governor of Sarawak becomes High Commissioner 
in May next, and that it is not necessary 


a commission to the Governor-General as 


for Brunei for the short period involved. 


Colonial Office, 


Lette. 


COPY: 


W7 


O.T.P. CYPHER TELEGRAM 
IMMEDIATE No. 12 Secret. 


@ GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 


SINGAPORE. Your telegram G.G. No.468. 
diy It would not be practicable to enable 


you to exercise any powers expressly conferred 
upon High Commissioner for Brunei unless you 
were formally appointed to (or to act in) the 
post by His Majesty. Memorandum on your 
Status and Duties, however, especially 
paragrapns 1, 7 and 10, gives you general 
authority similar to that of High Commissioner 
pending new arrangements. 

poe As regards point in paragraph 2 of your 
telegram, I am advised on information 


immediately available here that even if you 


were comnissioned as High Commissioner, you 
would not repeat not, as H.M.'s representative, 


have authority to sign any agreement on behalf 
of Brunei, and that any such agreement could 
only be signed by Sultan himself or someone 
duly authorised by him. Unless therefore 
anyone is already so authorised there would be 
no alternative but to approach Sultan for 
necessary authority if new establishment 


agreement is necessary. 


heh 


De If, however, procedure regarding 
existing agreements proposed in paragraph of 
my telegram to Malayan Union No.1592 repeated 
to you as No.756 is adopted, there will be no 
need of a new establishment agreement in the 


immediate future and question in your telegram 


would not arise. 
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 


MALAYA. 
Your savingrams Nos.31 and 32. 


Brunei administrative changes, 
Formari 


I am afraid there is no chance of 
publishing communique before you leave 
Singapore. Proposed text in your 


FURTHER ACTION. 
savingram No.32 which arrived to-day is 


: — P 
oe & 599 being considered and can if necessary be 
i pe. 


Seen) discussed with you when you are here. 


GG/8/279/46 


SAVING 


From: GOVERNOR-GENERAL, MALAYA. m 


t ‘a 


To: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. LONDON. 


Saving. 
SECRET 


PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN THE STATE OF BRUNEI 


The assumption of additional duties in S.E.A. by 
His Excellency the Governor-General next year makes it 
desirable that he should be relieved of hig duties as 
High Commissioner)of Brunei, and that another represent- 
ative of His Majesty should be appointed to fill thet 
office. 


; At a recent meeting between His Excellency and 
Hig Highness the Sultan and the members of the State 
Council of Brunei it was unanimously agreed that a 
nurber of administrative changes should be made. They 
have now received the) approval(of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies) and are as follows: - 


(a) On the assumption next year by the Governor- 
General of the additional duties of 
Special Commissioner for South East Asia, 
the Governor of Sarawak will assume the 
office of High Commissioner of Brunei. 
As such he will exercise the same 
powers as were exercised by the Governor 
of the Straits Settlements before the 
Wer, and by the Governor-General since 
his appointment after the War. 


The Governor-General will have the same 
relationship to Brunei as he will have 
to the Federation of Malaya and the 
Colonies of Singapore, Sarawak and North 
Borneo. 


The British Resident, Brunei, will 
remain under the authority of the High 
Commissioner and will retain the same 
powers as he now exercises. 


The heads of certain Sarawak technical 
Departments, ¢.g.the Education, Health 
and Agriculture Departments, will 

become also advisers to His Highness the 
Sultan regarding their respective 
subjects. This will meet. the wish of 
the authorities and people of Brunei 

for improved education and other 
services. 


a ie 


(e) Brunei will continue to have its own 
Budget as before and will pay the Sarawak 
Government for the services rendered in 
the same way as it now does for the 
services of officers in the Brunei 
Administration who are on the Malayan 
Establishment. 


These changes are administrative and involve 
no alteration in the position of Brunei as a State under 
His Majesty's protection nor in the status and powers 
of His Highness the Sultan and his State Council. 


GOVGEN 


From: GOVERNOR-GENERAL, MALAYA, 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, 


24th December, 1947, 


Saving. 


is My immediately following Savingram contains text 

of Press Communique about impending change in High Commissionership 
for Brunei, for your consideration, I discussed this with 

Arden Clarke when I was in Kuching last week, and the draft 
embodies our suggestions. I have now sent him a copy of the 
draft, in case he wishes to suggest amendments to its wording. 

I have also sent a copy to Peel in Brunei and asked him to 

send me any amendments which he desires, 


ra I should like, if possible, to issue this statement 


for publication before I leave Singapore on January 7th. x 
hope, therefore, that it may be convenient to you to telegraph 
your comments and amendments in time for that. 


Se I have asked Peel not to show the draft to the 
Sultan until I hear from you, in case you wish any substantial 
alterations, When we have reached agreement on the draft, Peel 
will show it to the Sultan prior to publication, When Peel 

and I had our talks with the Sultan and his State Council, 

they all urged that the new proposals should be published at’an 
early date. 
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